6/1/07
PROPOSED AFTA STANDARDS: 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR FIRE TOWER INTERPRETERS 
The purpose of the following standards is to promote a consistent, coherent program of public education at NYS-owned fire tower facilities on Forest Preserve or easement lands. These standards are intended to guide both information-providing, which entails command of factual materials, and interpretation, which entails explaining what facts mean in a context.
PRIMARY PUBLIC EDUCATION OBJECTIVE
To instill understanding of the importance of protecting the natural resources and ecological integrity of the Forest Preserve; to facilitate sustainable public use and enjoyment of public lands in the Adirondack Park (derived from the “unifying theme” of the APSLMP). More specific objectives may be inferred from the learning objectives below, and the attached generic job description for summit guides.

.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR INTERPRETATION
· to understand the basic principles and practices of environmental interpretation and its role in sustainable recreation and natural resource management;

· to acquire competence through practice of the basic skills of interpretation, including the ability to design and adapt a thematic narrative for non-captive audiences, and differing circumstance and subjects.
    Relevant reading: Sam H. Ham, Environmental Interpretation: A Practical Guide for People with
    Big Ideas and Small Budgets (Golden, CO: Fulcrum Publishing, 1992).
· to gain some knowledge of and ability cogently to explain the conservation history and distinctive character of the NYS Forest Preserve and Adirondack Park.
     Relevant readings: Jerry Jenkins, The Adirondack Atlas: A Geographic Portrait of the Adirondack
     Park (Wildlife Conservation Society/Syracuse UP/Adirondack Museum, 2004). 
     Philip Terrie, Contested Terrain: A New History of Nature and People in the Adirondacks
      (NY: Ak Museum/Syracuse U.P, 1997).

· to explain the history of one fire tower in relation to others, and in the context of Adirondack conservation history.

     Relevant reading: John P. Freeman, Views from on High: Fire Tower Trails in the Adirondacks 
     and Catskills (LakeGeorge, NY: Adirondack Mt. Club, 2001).
·  to explain how the environmental characteristics of the tower site and its surrounding landscape are the result of intertwined natural and cultural history.
    Relevant readings: Michael G. DiNunzio, The Adirondack Wildguide: A Natural History of the

     Adirondack Park (Elizabethtown, NY: The Ak. Nature Conservancy and the Ak. Council,1984) 
     and tower/trail interpretive brochures.

· to acquire a basic understanding of and ability to explain the agencies, laws, and policies governing public use of the NYS Forest Preserve and conservation easement lands.
     Relevant readings: The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (NYS Ak Park Agency,

     1987) and Unit Management Plans for Forest Preserve lands in tower’s vicinity.

FURTHER TRAINING

Factual knowledge and desired skills are specified in the responsibilities and qualifications of the generic job description for summit guides on the reverse side.

